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• Collective Identity
‣ shared symbols

• Mobilization structures
‣ network of mobilizing organizations

Research Questions
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• 321 posters (1998–2009)
‣ 50 events

‣ 210 organizations

‣ 88 posters without identifiable organization
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Seattle 1999
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Seattle 1999

WEF
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Seattle 1999

Attac

WEF
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• local (national) networks

• few inter-event links
‣ discontinuous mobilization

‣ but perhaps continuous participation

Cooperation Networks
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• local (national) networks

• few inter-event links
‣ discontinuous mobilization

‣ but perhaps continuous participation

• limited availability

• 27% anonymous posters

Cooperation Networks
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Visual Elements
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Visual Elements
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Visual Elements

• Movement: 22%
‣ Demonstrations: 7%

• Opponents 10%
‣ Police: 4%

‣ Politicians: 3%

‣ Capitalist: 2%

• Globe: 8%

• Militancy 9%
‣ Black Block: 1%
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NO LOGO
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NO LOGO
but many symbols?

◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉◉



sebastian haunss | sunbelt 2010

Symbol Patterns over Time
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• Visual Discourse Network Analysis

Symbol Patterns over Time
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Globalization

The Movement
Leftist
Militant
3rd World
Pirates
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Globalization
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• identification of symbol patterns
‣ significant changes over time

Symbol Networks
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• identification of symbol patterns
‣ significant changes over time

• presence & absence of the Left
‣ correspondence with mobilization strength?

Symbol Networks
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• identification of symbol patterns
‣ significant changes over time

• presence & absence of the Left
‣ correspondence with mobilization strength?

• no consistent symbol core
‣ fragmented collective identity

Symbol Networks
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Thank you for your attention!


